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FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN 2014–23 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.09 pm]: I am pleased to update the 
house on progress in developing the next forest management plan to guide the conservation and management of 
our south west forests for 10 years. The process of developing management plans for land vested in the 
Conservation Commission of Western Australia includes the preparation and release of a draft plan for public 
comment. The Conservation Commission has today released the draft Forest Management Plan 2014–23 for a 
12-week public comment period to give people the opportunity to help guide management goals and operations 
to be undertaken in our south west forests. The draft plan covers state forest, national parks, nature reserves, 
conservation parks and timber reserves with a total land area of 2.5 million hectares within the region from 
Lancelin north of Perth to Denmark on the south coast. It builds on the current forest management plan and 
proposes changes to improve biodiversity conservation based on further survey work and reviews of existing 
operations. All old-growth forests will continue to be fully protected. Our south west forests are valued for many 
reasons. They are the catchment areas for water supply for most of Western Australia’s population, the source of 
our main native timber industries, a major recreation and tourism drawcard and much more.  

The draft plan sets out measures to protect forest values and balance the many uses of our forests. The 
Conservation Commission has proposed a range of options to encourage comment from the community and a 
broad range of stakeholders with an interest in ensuring the right balance is achieved. For example, the draft plan 
addresses the issue of a drying climate and how this will affect the future health of our forests. The Liberal–
National government is committed to conserving our south west forests while providing for a sustainable native 
forest timber industry and other productive uses. The government is also committed to protecting the area’s rich 
Aboriginal and other Australian heritage. All these issues are addressed in the draft plan. 

During September the Conservation Commission will hold public information sessions in Perth and the south 
west to give the community the opportunity to clarify any queries or concerns with regard to the draft plan. I 
encourage people interested in forest management to have their say and provide feedback. Once the public 
consultation period has concluded on 7 November, submissions will be analysed and considered in the 
preparation of a proposed final plan, which will be assessed independently by the Environmental Protection 
Authority. 
I expect to receive the EPA’s assessment report and the proposed final plan next year, and the final Forest 
Management Plan 2014–23 will then come into force on 1 January 2014. The draft Forest Management Plan can 
be viewed on the Conservation Commission’s website, and I urge the community and members of this house to 
have their say. 
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